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it implies the recognition of something of the nature
of a being; the recognition at least of some " power
above ourselves which makes for righteousness." To
this extent it would seem as if the recognition of a
Gocl were intuitive. It is true there are some who
call themselves atheists, but what they reject in
adopting this name is probably a complex idea
involving far more than this.

If belief in the existence of a God were merely the
effect of tradition, originating in an assumed revela-
tion, whatever may have been the case with nations
possessing some amount of culture, it is hard to
believe that it could have survived in barbarous
races for so many generations; and yet there appears
to be a very general belief in the existence, if not of
one supreme being, yet at any rate of beings higher
than man. Even if we suppose such a belief to be a
corrupted residuum of a primitive revelation, it is
hard to account for its preservation unless it fell in
with something, tended to meet some want, in the
human mind; and this is not very different from
saying that to a certain extent the idea is intuitive.

The recognition of the existence of God derived
from the observation of nature seems to require a
further exercise of the reasoning powers. It is very
difficult to divest ourselves in imagination of the
effect of early training, and approach the subject as
conceivably we might have done if, on this point, we